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INTRODUCTION.

Tue “Bhakti Satake” (Sanskrit—Bhakti, taith ; Salaka,
composition of a hundred), compiled by the Brahman
Pandit Sri Rama Chandrabharati, derives its name from
the fact that it consists of one hundred verses, illustrative
of the virtues of Buddha, composed in order to shew the
great faith the author had in Him. This DPandit,
Rama Chandrabharati, was born in the village of Veravati
in the district of Varendra belonging to the province of
Radha of the principality of Gauda in India; he belonged
to the family of Katyayana, and was renowned as one
well-versed in logic, grammar, rhetoric, and various other
sciences and Hindu mythology.

He came to Cotta (Jayawardanapura) in Ceylon during
the reign of King Parakramabahu, and during the poetical
and literary carcer of Sri Rahula Sangha Raia, famous both
in Ceylon and other countries. There is reason to baleye.
that, at the time of his arrival in Ceylon, Sri Rahula
was living at Cotta, although Wijayabahu Pirivena of
Tottagamuwa was his permanent residence. He was
known by several names, such as “ Principal of Wijayabahu
Pirivena (College),” “Chief of Tottagamu Vihara,”
““Vachissara (a title given by Parakramabahu at his
installation as the chief of all the monks in the Island),”
and “Sri Rahula, as he was called, by his tutor.”

It seems that the said P’andit Rama Chandrabharati
made his acquaintance with Sri Rahula at Cotta. Several
learned men came to Ceylon from time to time, where they
received great honours from the Sinhalese kings.
Although it is not exactly known in what year the said
Pandit arrived in Ceylon, it appears from his book
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“Wartharatnakara Panchika” that it was compiled in
Ceylon in the year 1999A.B. or 1245A.D. -

Having made his acquaintance with Sri Rahula, he
became his pupil, and learnt from him the Three Pitakas
embodying the doctrines of Buddhism; and when he
discovered that, according to his religion, he could not
attain Nirvana, he gave it up and embraced Buddhism,
following the Three Guides (viz., Buddha, the Doctrine,
and the Priesthood). Subsequent to his conversion, he
wrote this book, which is well-known for its elegance and
‘good style. It contains 107 stanzas composed in twelve
different metres. The usefulness of this book to beginners
in acquiring a good style generally, and in learning
Buddhism in particular, is very great. The author says
that, he who avails himself of the advantages of this
book obtains Triple Happiness (Zriwargs Sampat, viz.,
Dharma, Artha, and Moksha).

It is said that, King Parakramabahu was so much

pleased with this hoak thag he nresenind £0n mothex wvith
. “—~uat bearing the inscription ‘Buddhagama,

 udkravarti” (i.e., chief minister of Buddhism), and made
him his Spiritual Prime Minister. Ie had since Written two
valuable books—one of which was called the ¢ Warthama-
lakhyawa” (a work for facilitating the study of difficult
metres and having for its subject an account of the cele-
brated monk, Maha Netra Prasada), and the other « Wartha-
ratnakara Panchika” (a commentary on “Wartharatnakara”
by Pandit Sri Kedara Bhatta). One of the stanzas of the
latter, written in honour of his teacher and to exemplif

the metre ““Stree” of 11th chandas, runs as follows :— d
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“May it happen that the virtuous Sri Rahula—a
profound scholar having a thorough knowledge of the three
Pitakas—like unto the moon shining above the (milky)
ocean-like Mauryya race, may be my friend in all my
subsequent births,” showing theroby that Sri Rahula
belonged to the Mauryya race, which is a sub ivision of the
Sakya race. As the princes of this race, who came to
Ceylon, were in the habit of invoking the blessing of the
deity Skandha, the race became famous by the name of
¢« Skandhawara race.” Hence it has been mentioned insome
books that, Sri Rahula was born in the ¢« Skandhawara
race,” which is identical with the Mauryya race.

In the Wartharatnakara Panchika” Pandit Rama
Chandrabharati says:—

“« Rugrgauzafafreareiggfidd

N wreAnE g wed fafhd |

A AFIAIHAIRIY AETCHHATT

® Rarfay esmrafayd Ir@tfaat It | ”

“This commentary was written by one proficient in
all the sciences, who having learnt the good Law of
Buddha from the Vencrable Sri Rahula—teacher of tho
three Pitakas—followed the Three Guides, and received
from his Majesty the King (Parakramabahu) of Ceylon the
title of Bauddhagama Chakravarti,”

As it is my carncst desire to make the ““ Bhakti Sataka”
useful to those who are, at. present, only imperfectly
acquainted with Buddhism, I have written this commentary
called Ratnamala to enable them to easily understand
the real meaning of the text in accordance with the
rules of Buddhism. In many instances, I have quoted from
other works on Buddhism. The author, Pandit Rama
Chandrabharati, having thoroughly acquainted hinrsclf with
the tenets of Lord Buddha and also with the accopted
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interprotation of his Doctrine, and having accepted the
Truth, as it is the duty of every learned man, and also
having realized that, there is nothing more important than
happiness in our next birth, followed the religion of his
conviction.

May it pﬂ:ase the learned readers to correct any errors
that might have inadvertantly crept into the text or the
commentary.

C. A, SEELAKKIANDHA,
¢SAILABRIAHARAMA, :
Dovanpuws, Cryion,

January 1896.
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